Downham West Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held Monday, 25th February 2019 at 7.00pm in the Downham Market Town Council Chamber, Paradise Road, Downham Market

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr R Pegg
				Vice Chairman			Cllr C Swaine
				Councillors			Cllr F Daymond
				Borough Councillors		Cllr D Pope
								Cllr V Spikings
				Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
				Member(s) of Public		1


1066. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr P Rotman (ill health) and County Cllr H Humphrey (prior commitment).

The apologies were accepted.

Cllr D Beesley did not attend the meeting.

1067. Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

1068. Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting

Proposed – Cllr Daymond				Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine

That the minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21st January 2019 (items 1055-1065) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, adjourned the meeting at 7.09pm.

Reports
County Councillor
County Cllr Humphrey had submitted a written report as follows:

Norfolk County Council has agreed its latest £409 million net revenue budget and a 2.99 per cent Council Tax rise.  The budget for 2019/2020 was set following a three-hour meeting at County Hall.  The meeting had been delayed for four hours by climate change protesters.  The key points of the budget agreed are:
· A £409 million net revenue budget – representing the Council Tax income which contributes to running the council and its services.
· A 2.99 per cent rise in the county council’s share of Council Tax – the maximum permitted by Government, without having to stage a referendum. The council’s share of band D bills will rise to £1,362.24 from April.
· Savings of £31.6 million in 2019/20, rising to a total of £79.4 million over the next three years.
· Examples of increased investment from April include £6 million to address growing demand on adult social services and £14.5 million to tackle pressures on the looked-after children service.

Over the last year, population growth and rising inflation cost the council an additional £31.1 million.  Examples of this demand include:
· Norfolk’s population has grown by 33,500 people, to 898,400, over the last five years.
· During the same period, the number of children and young people (0-15s) has risen by 4.2 per cent/6,100.
· The number of older people has increased by 21,600/11.1 per cent, which is higher than the national average (10.8 per cent).
· 24.1 per cent of Norfolk’s population is aged 65 and over, compared to 18 per cent in England as a whole.
· More than 120,000 people in Norfolk live in areas categorised as being in the most deprived 20 per cent of England.
 
Following the consultation process the number of retained childrens’ centres doubled and one of the two designated centres to serve BCKL&WN area is the Downham Market Conservative Club.  The principle was also accepted that several de-designated centres might be used to continue to provide early years’ and family services much as they do now. This will probably include the Emneth Centre.  While these were cuts of £5m to children’s centres, overall spending on Children’s Services has risen by £20m over the last two years.

Borough Councillors
Borough Cllr Spikings reported that the Local Plan Review Consultation Draft and associated supporting documents had been published for a 6-week public consultation period from Monday, 4th March 2019 to Monday, 15th April 2019.  The Local Plan for the Borough currently consisted of the Core Strategy (CS) adopted in 2011 and the Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Plan (SADMP) adopted in 2016.  These two documents had been reviewed by a new combined draft document which set out a strategy and detail for delivering growth in the Borough, identifying where development should be located and how it should be delivered up to 2036.  The targets from Central Government were greater, with a shorter deadline to meet those targets.

Borough Cllr Pope reported that the 2019/2020 precept had been set with an increase of £4.50 per annum (9p per week) per rate paying household based on a Band D property.

Chalcroft Ltd, the construction company working on the Vancouver Centre, had recently announced it was going into liquidation.  Work had ceased over the past few weeks because sub-contractors working on the site had not been paid, but urgent plans were underway to work with the BCKL&WN’s investment partners to keep the project on track and settle the outstanding payments due to the sub-contractors.  The debt to sub-contractors was estimated to be in the region of £3M.  The regeneration of this site was set to see a new H&M store, along with other small restaurants and food establishments.  It was noted that the BCKL&WN owned the land in the Vancouver Centre but not the buildings.

Public Participation
The member of public, a resident in Salter’s Lode, addressed the meeting to advise that she had emailed the Clerk to offer help to the Parish Council by carrying out voluntary work.  The Clerk had invited her to attend this meeting and consider standing as a Councillor in the forthcoming Elections.

Councillors and the Clerk gave a brief outline of what work was involved in the Parish Council and the current assets it had.

The member of public confirmed that she would be interested in standing as a Councillor.  The Clerk agreed to guide the lady through the process.

The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, resumed the meeting at 7.40pm.

1069. Finance
1069.1. Bank Reconciliation
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation period ending January 2019 with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:
1070. 
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January 2019
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account (£)
	Business Account (£)
	
	Reconciliation Community Account (£)
	
	Reconciliation Business Account (£)

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,257.60
	11,403.17
	
	Bank Statement 01.01.2019
	1,257.60
	
	Bank Statement 01.01.2019
	11,403.17

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	 
	12,660.77
	
	Receipts
	-
	
	Receipts
	38.00

	 
	 
	 
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 464.76
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- £12.66
	-   
	
	Bank Statement 31.01.2019
	792.84
	
	Bank Statement 31.01.2019
	11,441.17

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-  
	-   
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	100556
	- 25.32
	
	 
	 

	Council Opening Balances
	1,244.94
	11,403.17
	
	100559
	- £12.00
	
	 
	 

	Council Total Opening Balances
	 
	12,648.11
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	-
	38.00
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 464.76
	- 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	792.84
	11,441.17
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	 
	12,234.01
	
	
	- 37.32
	
	
	-     

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 37.32
	-   
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Unpresented Receipts
	- 
	-   
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	- 
	
	
	- 

	Council Closing Balances
	755.52
	11,441.17
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Council Total Closing Balances
	 
	12,196.69
	
	Council Closing Balance
	755.52
	
	Council Closing Balance
	11,441.17

	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	Council Total Closing Balances
	12,196.69

	

	Earmarked Funds

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	2,690.00 

	Election Costs (4 Year to £1000) Year 3
	750.00 

	Parish Partnership Speed Signs
	6,270.00

	Speed Sign Maintenance
	500.00 

	Transparency Fund Grant
	418.52

	S137 Grants (Poppy Wreath)
	-

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Council Total Closing Balances
	12,196.69
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	10,628.52
	
	Council Total Earmarked Reserves
	10,628.52
	Council Remaining Available Precept
	1,568.17
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1070.1. Online Banking Arrangements
	The Clerk reported that following further heated and lengthy conversations with Barclays, the dual authorisation facility had finally been set up and bank statements were once again available online.

The Councillor signatories advised that they had not received their confirmation of this.  The Clerk confirmed they would each have to set this up with Barclays by telephoning them.  The Clerk would investigate the number for them to call and advise accordingly following this meeting.

1070.2. Approval of finances and payments to be made
		The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts since the last meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt £

	11.02.2019
	E-On
	Street Lighting Supply January 2019
	DD
	32.58
	1.63
	34.21
	0.00

	25.02.2019
	Clerk
	Salary Jan 2019
	100560
	171.89
	0.00
	171.89
	0.00

	25.02.2019
	Westotec
	Street Lighting Feb 2019
	100561
	10.55
	2.11
	12.66
	0.00

	Totals this month
	215.02
	3.74
	218.76
	0.00


	
	Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Pegg				Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

It was noted that Westcotec did have a direct debit facility.  The Clerk and Chairman, Cllr Pegg, had signed the mandate this evening and the Clerk would submit this to Westcotec.

1071. Elections 2nd May 2019 timetable and procedures
The Clerk reported that she had prepared guidance notes and a crib sheet for all Councillors and these had been circulated prior to the meeting.  She reported points in brief:
· The Elections Announcement would be made by the BCKL&WN on Monday, 18th March 2019.
· The closing date for delivery of papers to the BCKL&WN Returning Officer was 4.00pm, Wednesday, 3rd April 2019.
· Candidate nominations would be advertised on the BCKL&WN website on 4th April 2019 and confirmed to the Clerk by email following the advertisement.
· A notice would be sent to successful candidates with an election expenses form that had to be completed and returned to the Returning Officer.  Expenses will not be repaid.
· As of 2nd May 2019 all current Councillors would no longer be Members.
· The current Chairman and Vice Chairman, although no longer Councillors, would remain as Chairman and Vice Chairman until the Annual meeting.
· Voting would be taking place by the public between 7.00am and 10.00pm on Thursday, 2nd May 2019.
· The count would be commencing at 12.00pm at the Corn Exchange, King’s Lynn, on Friday, 3rd May 2019 and continue on Saturday, 4th May 2019 (if necessary).

The Clerk reiterated the rules regarding Purdah as follows:
Purdah (18th March 2019 to 2nd May 2019) is the pre-election period, specifically the time between the announcement of an election and the final election results.  The time period prevents Councillors and the Clerk from making announcements about initiatives which could be seen to be advantageous to the Council and/or any candidates in the forthcoming election.  Any breach of this could be reported to the BCKL&WN and deemed to be a criminal matter, at which point the police will then become involved.  The minutes of meetings, website, Facebook, Twitter, posters and any other announcement methods must therefore remain neutral (or completely avoided to be safe) to prevent any controversy.

The Clerk advised that candidate papers needed to be hand delivered to the Returning Officer, who would check the papers for accuracy.  Amendments would need to be initialled by the candidate, if necessary.
The Clerk advised that she would take no responsibility for the delivery of candidate papers but would be willing to take them because she had been asked to take packs for one of her other Councils.   The Clerk would take photographs of those being handed in but reaffirmed that she could not be held responsible for any papers being potentially lost at the BCKL&WN.

It was agreed for those wishing to participate, to attend the Annual Parish Meeting and complete the election candidate forms with the Clerk’s guidance in a group session following that meeting.

1071. Partnership Scheme 2019/2020
Details of the bids submitted to Norfolk County would be announced in March 2019.

1072. Planning
1072.1. Planning applications
No planning applications had been received.

1072.2. Planning decisions
No planning decisions had been received.
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1072.3. Planning enforcements, appeals and other notifications
No planning enforcements, appeals or other notifications had been received.

1072.4. Late planning applications
	No late planning applications had been received.

1073. General correspondence
1073.1. For Action/Information
	No correspondence for action/information had been received.

1073.2. Late correspondence
No late correspondence had been received.

1074. Ongoing matters
The Clerk reported that some documents had been located at Downham Market Town Council but these were not particularly old.  The Clerk would be sorting the papers out within the next few weeks.

Cllr Daymond confirmed that he would be checking the store cupboards in the Downham Market Town Council office to investigate whether there were any more being stored there.

1075. Village matters and improvements
1075.1. Bus stop
The Clerk confirmed that the bus stop sign on the corner of Watermans Way, which was lying on the floor, had been reported to Mr Wallace, Highways Engineer.

1075.2. Village Gateways
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

1076. Items for the next agenda
There were no items for the next agenda.

1077. To record the date and time of the next Full Council meeting
The next meeting would be the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday, 11th March 2019 at 7.30pm in the Assembly Room, Downham Market Town Hall.  The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Monday, 1st April 2019 at 7.00pm in the Downham Market Town Council Office.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.59pm.
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