Downham West Parish Council
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held Monday, 17th November 2025 at 7.00pm in Room 3, Methodist Church,
Paradise Road

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr R Pegg
				Vice Chairman			Cllr C Swaine
				Councillors			Cllr F Daymond
								Cllr J Fox
								Cllr D Sharman
				County Cllr			Cllr C Dawson
				Borough Councillor		Cllr V Spikings
				Member(s) of Public		9


64. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Borough Cllr C Rose (prior meeting).

65. Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

66. Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Cllr Fox					Seconded – Cllr Sharman

That the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Monday, 8th September 2025 (Items 53-63) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, adjourned the meeting at 7.01pm.

Reports
County Councillor
County Cllr Dawson had reported items to the Council by email since the last Parish Council meeting as follows:
11.09.2025	Mud on roads
11.09.2025	Hedges and paths
11.09.2025	Pavement parking
15.09.2025	LGR Update: Business case for one unitary authority published
18.09.2025	Local Government Reorganisation
20.09.2025	Cash for Norfolk
20.09.2025	Highways matters
20.09.2025	Pavement Parking – email to PCCN
12.10.2025	Mud on roads meeting delayed
17.10.2025	Community Infrastructure Levy to be replaced by Spending Strategy and Policy Document
01.11.2025	Care Quality Commission’s latest State of Care report
08.11.2025	Pavement parking
10.11.2025	Highways Matters updates
11.11.2025	Bridge Street residents’ petition

Cllr Dawson further reported that he had been contacted by a member of public residing in Bridge Road regarding traffic issues associated with vibrations, noise, speeding and pedestrian safety caused by HGV’s and large agricultural vehicles.
Residents of nineteen properties, out of a total of twenty one dwellings in Bridge Road, had signed a petition requesting that Norfolk County Council consider reducing the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph, address the underlying road surface issues and introduce measures for a safe pedestrian crossing.

Borough Councillor
Borough Cllr Spikings had nothing to report to the meeting.

Public Participation
Seven members of public present at the meeting were residents of Bridge Road and wished to seek support from the Parish Council for their submission to Norfolk County Council to change the highway regulations in Bridge Road.  Several members of public addressed the Council to provide an explanation of their own personal experiences regarding the traffic problems in Bridge Road.  The summary of comments was as follows:
· HGV and agricultural traffic on Bridge Road has intensified over the past few years.
· The road surface has significantly deteriorated due to the increased weight and speed of large vehicles, but it is no longer maintained as it was several years ago.
· All properties are experiencing shaking and structural damage, and the alignment of doors and windows have altered in some properties.
· The noise and vibrations commence at 4.00am during the week.
· Damage is not only being caused to old properties, but the new ones as well.
· Double yellow lines have also been placed on the highway which now prevents motorists slowing down due to the absence of parked vehicles.
· An engineer needs to witness the structural shaking and noise from within someone’s home, not just carry out a survey from the roadside.
· Norfolk County Council has responded by saying that the houses in Bridge Road have been built on poor quality land and that no highways changes can be made as there are dwellings on only one side of the road.
	
	Cllr Dawson explained that he had seen the response email and that this tended to be a standard response.  He had therefore commenced further enquiries with a view to seeking some form of appropriate action.  Early investigations had revealed that soil in the area was a primary issue and that the sub structure was causing the vibrations and noise, not the actual road surface.  Underground voids and cavities had been discovered in other areas and it was suspected that Bridge Road may be bearing similar problems as dwellings in other villages built on similar soil were facing similar issues.  Climate change had also impacted on roads with wet winters and very hot summers during the past few years and with HGV’s and agricultural vehicles being larger and heavier in present times, the roads had not been built to sustain these.  The recent introduction of double yellow lines and removal of a traffic calming island had been carried out because of a resident’s compelling complaint.

Cllr Dawson reported that Downham West was not a Key Service Area within the Local Plan, despite it being on the doorstep of Downham Market, and was therefore classed as being lower in the tier for Norfolk County Council to spend finances on high cost schemes.

To put this into perspective, Borough Cllr Spikings confirmed that Downham West was sixth or seventh on the scale, with Downham Market, for example, being categorised as first.

Cllr Dawson confirmed that he had booked the Barroway Drove Village Hall from 6.00pm-7.00pm on Thursday, 20th November 2025, for residents to voice their concerns informally.  The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, would also be in attendance at that meeting.

He reported that he would investigate having a traffic survey carried out, although this would be costly at approximately £6,000.  He also reported that Traffic Orders (to amend highways regulations) would also be in the region of £8,000-£10,000, which was why Norfolk County Council was always rightfully reluctant to amend highways schemes.  He confirmed that cheaper safety measures may be possible to action with the introduction of roundels on the road for example.
He further conveyed that the Parish Council could consider the installation of a Speed Awareness Message (SAM2) sign or Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) to help alleviate speeding, although these too were very expensive and would cost the Parish Council approximately £2,500 or £6,000 respectively.  It was noted that despite the flashing signs, enforcement of speeds would ultimately be down to the police, although they would attend at the request of the Council, subject to their availability.

Members of the public enquired whether a Community Speedwatch scheme could be introduced.  The Clerk would add this to the next agenda for consideration.

The Clerk reported that she had not been copied into the response from Norfolk County Council.  Cllr Dawson would forward a copy to her.

County Cllr Dawson and seven members of public left the Council Chamber at 7.39pm.

The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, resumed the meeting at 7.38pm.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Pegg				Seconded – Cllr Fox

To invoke Standing Order 10a (vi), in order to vary the order of business and allow Correspondence for Action to be discussed immediately.

All in favour

67. Correspondence
67.1. For Action/Information
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
67.1.1 Letter and petition from Bridge Road residents requesting campaign support regarding heavy goods vehicles travelling at 40mph and potentially damaging the structures of their properties
The Clerk had circulated with the agenda a letter, petition, personal testaments from residents in Bridge Road and a copy of a letter they had collectively sent to Norfolk County Council.

Councillors agreed that a letter of support should be sent to Norfolk County Council on behalf of the residents.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Pegg				Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine

That a letter of support is sent to Norfolk County Council on behalf of the Bridge Road residents for consideration of reducing the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph, addressing the underlying road surface issues and introducing safety measures for pedestrians.

All in favour

The Clerk would send a letter to Norfolk County Council.

67.1.2 To consider attending a meeting at Barroway Drove Village Hall on Thursday, 20th November 2025 with County Cllr Dawson and Bridge Road residents (circulated prior to agenda)
The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, confirmed that he would be attending the informal meeting on Thursday, 20th November 2025.

67.2. Late correspondence
	There was no late correspondence for action/information.

68. Finance
68.1. Bank Reconciliation
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation, periods ending September 2025 and October 2025, current bank account statements and finance summary with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:
69. 

Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2025) Page 12 of 13
September 2025
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account (£)
	Business Account (£)
	
	Reconciliation Community Account (£)
	
	Reconciliation Business Account (£)

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	737.38
	10,813.61
	
	Bank Statement 01.09.2025
	737.38
	
	Bank Statement 01.09.2025
	10,813.61

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	 
	11,550.99
	
	Receipts
	500.00 
	
	Receipts
	40.02

	 
	 
	 
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 631.23
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 500.00

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-   
	
	Bank Statement 30.09.2025
	606.15
	
	Bank Statement 30.09.2025
	10,353.63

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-  
	-   
	
	Unpresented Payments
	 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Council Opening Balances
	737.38
	10,813.61
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Council Total Opening Balances
	 
	11,550.99
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	500.00
	40.02 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 631.23
	- 500.00 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	606.15
	10,353.63
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	 
	10,959.78
	
	
	-  
	
	
	-     

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-   
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Unpresented Receipts
	- 
	-   
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	- 
	
	
	- 

	Council Closing Balances
	606.15
	10,353.63
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Council Total Closing Balances
	 
	10,959.78
	
	Council Closing Balance
	606.15
	
	Council Closing Balance
	10,353.63

	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	Council Total Closing Balances
	10,959.78

	

	Earmarked Funds

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	3,750.00

	Election Costs
	454.00 

	Speed Sign Maintenance
	500.00 

	Transparency Fund Grant
	42.24

	S137 Grants
	60.00

	CIL
	1,484.77

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Council Total Closing Balances
	10,959.78
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	6,291.01
	
	Council Total Earmarked Reserves
	6,291.01
	Council Remaining Available Precept
	4,668.77


61. 

Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                                   (2025) Page 11 of 11

October 2025
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account (£)
	Business Account (£)
	
	Reconciliation Community Account (£)
	
	Reconciliation Business Account (£)

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	606.15
	10,353.63
	
	Bank Statement 01.10.2025
	606.15
	
	Bank Statement 01.10.2025
	10,353.63

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	 
	10,959.78
	
	Receipts
	1,000.00 
	
	Receipts
	- 

	 
	 
	 
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 402.86
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 1,000.00

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-   
	
	Bank Statement 31.10.2025
	1,203.29
	
	Bank Statement 31.10.2025
	9,353.63

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-  
	-   
	
	Unpresented Payments
	 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Council Opening Balances
	606.15
	10,353.63
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Council Total Opening Balances
	 
	10,959.78
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	1,000.00
	-  
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 402.86
	- 1,000.00 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	1,203.29
	9,353.63
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	 
	10,556.92
	
	
	-  
	
	
	-     

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-   
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Unpresented Receipts
	- 
	-   
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	- 
	
	
	- 

	Council Closing Balances
	1,203.29
	9,353.63
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Council Total Closing Balances
	 
	10,556.92
	
	Council Closing Balance
	1,203.29
	
	Council Closing Balance
	9,353.63

	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	Council Total Closing Balances
	10,556.92

	

	Earmarked Funds

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	3,750.00

	Election Costs
	454.00 

	Speed Sign Maintenance
	500.00 

	Transparency Fund Grant
	42.24

	S137 Grants
	60.00

	CIL
	1,484.77

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Council Total Closing Balances
	10,556.92
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	6,291.01
	
	Council Total Earmarked Reserves
	6,291.01
	Council Remaining Available Precept
	4,265.91


62. 

Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                                   (2025) Page 11 of 11

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
68.2. Section 137 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972
68.2.1. Royal British Legion
A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed a donation of £20.00 to the Downham Market & District Branch Royal British Legion for a Remembrance wreath.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Pegg				Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine

That the Council formally approves the purchase of a poppy wreath for £20.00 from the Downham Market & District Branch Royal British Legion under S137(1) LGA 1972.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, had purchased a poppy wreath from the Royal British Legion Downham branch and was reclaiming the expenses at this meeting.  He confirmed that he had attended the service and laid the wreath at the Salter’s Lode War Memorial.

68.2.2. Brave Futures Ipswich, Suffolk (Charity Number 1149347)
The Clerk had circulated with the agenda a request from Brave Futures for a donation towards their support service for children who were victims of sexual abuse across Suffolk and Norfolk.  The Clerk confirmed that the charity currently supported 180 children in Norfolk, although it was unknown whether any of those children were living in the parish.

A short discussion took place and Members felt that as the charity was not local, no financial assistance could be given on this occasion.

56. 
57. 
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59. 
60. 
61. 
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63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
69.2. 
69.3. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
68.3. Approval of finances and payments to be made
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt £

	12.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Feb
	DD
	32.37
	1.62
	33.99
	0.00

	12.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Mar
	DD
	32.02
	1.60
	33.62
	0.00

	12.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Apr
	DD
	26.10
	1.30
	27.40
	0.00

	12.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply May
	DD
	22.48
	1.12
	23.60
	0.00

	12.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Jun
	DD
	19.57
	0.98
	20.55
	0.00

	12.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Jul
	DD
	21.18
	1.06
	22.24
	0.00

	25.09.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Aug
	DD
	25.14
	1.26
	26.40
	0.00

	08.10.2025
	Clerk
	Salary Sep 2025
	BACS
	297.89
	0.00
	297.89
	0.00

	08.10.2025
	HMRC
	Employer PAYE/NI Sep 2025
	BACS
	74.40
	0.00
	74.40
	0.00

	25.10.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Sep
	DD
	29.11
	1.46
	30.57
	0.00

	03.11.2025
	Clerk
	Salary Oct 2025
	BACS
	297.69
	0.00
	297.69
	0.00

	03.11.2025
	HMRC
	Employer PAYE/NI Oct 2025
	BACS
	74.60
	0.00
	74.60
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	War Mem & Shelter Clean Aug
	BACS
	49.02
	9.80
	58.82
	0.00

	To be paid
	DM Methodist Church
	Room Hire 08.09.2025
	BACS
	16.00
	0.00
	16.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	War Mem & Shelter Clean Sep
	BACS
	49.02
	9.80
	58.82
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services
	Street Lighting Maintenance Oct
	BACS
	5.13
	1.03
	6.16
	0.00

	To be paid
	Parish Online
	Mapping Software Subscription
	BACS
	32.00
	6.40
	38.40
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services
	Street Lighting Maintenance Nov
	BACS
	5.13
	1.03
	6.16
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	War Mem & Shelter Clean Oct
	BACS
	49.02
	9.80
	58.82
	0.00

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	To be paid
	Cllr Pegg (RBL)
	Poppy Appeal Wreath
	BACS
	20.00
	0.00
	20.00
	0.00

	Totals
	1,177.87
	48.26
	1,226.13
	0.00


The Chairman, Cllr Pegg, declared a Pecuniary Interest in this item.

Proposed – Cllr Fox					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule and the receipts are noted.

For – 4			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

69. Draft Budget and Precept 2026/2027
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the draft budget and precept with the agenda, and the items were considered by Councillors.  The Clerk advised that the Tax Base rates had not yet been released by the BCKL&WN and were not due to be received until December 2025.

Budget items for further consideration included the cleaning of the War Memorial, painting of the War Memorial garden gates, and funds to start building reserves for an additional Speed Awareness Message (SAM2) sign or Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) for Bridge Road.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine, reported that he may be able to clean the War Memorial sympathetically himself.  He was given a vote of thanks for doing this.

Councillors agreed that a maximum 6.5% increase on the overall precept should be considered.

Councillors agreed for the Clerk to contact Holly Landscapes for a quotation to paint the War Memorial gates if the funds could be made available in the forthcoming budget.

It was further agreed for the Clerk to contact A F Holman & Son for a quotation to clean the War Memorial, should the Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine, not be able to clean the stonework himself.

The Clerk reported that once the Tax Base was known, these items could be considered.  The final draft precept and budget would then be circulated to Councillors and presented for formal approval at the January meeting.

70. Adoption of an IT Policy
The Clerk had circulated with the agenda a draft copy of an Information Technology (IT) policy which she had prepared in accordance with Assertion 10 of the 2025 edition of the Practitioners Guide.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Pegg				Seconded – Cllr Fox

That the IT policy [in accordance with Assertion 10 of the 2025 edition of the Practitioners Guide] is adopted.

All in favour

The Clerk would add the document to the website.

71. Reports (as listed on the agenda) regarding Councillor issues and village matters
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Swaine, reported that the solar light in the bus shelter, Bridge Road, was not working.

The Clerk would investigate this and report back to the Council.



72. Planning Applications and Notices of Decision
72.1. Planning applications
No planning applications had been received from the BCKL&WN.
	
72.2. Planning decisions
72.2.1. 25/01020/F – 1 Farthing Road – Demolition of existing structure and replacement with a pair of semi-detached dwellings and associated car parking and landscaping
Application refused (delegated decision).
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72.3. Late planning applications and notices of decision
	No late planning applications or decisions had been received from the BCKL&WN.

72.4. Planning enforcements, appeals and other notifications
There was nothing to report to the meeting.
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73. Reports from Outside Bodies
73.1. Downham Market & Downham West Joint Burial Board
	Cllr Fox, in his capacity as the Downham Market & Downham West Joint Burial Board Chairman, reported the following:

The Joint Burial Board met on Wednesday 22nd October 2025.  The meeting started at Rouses Lane Cemetery.

The Rouses Lane Cemetery was inspected. Three (out of ten) tree whips from Norfolk County Council have survived. It will be some time before they are ready to transplant. The large conifer in the Roman Catholic area is to be removed. Pruning it will leave it looking very untidy. New non-consecrated area to begin after the Roman Catholic area when needed. Waste soil pile to be moved to other side of the drive. There is a War Grave in this cemetery so there should be a plaque on the entrance to say this. 

The King’s Walk and Churchside Cemeteries were not inspected. Members had been there during Heritage Day. The bench in Churchside Cemetery is damaged and will be repaired whilst in winter storage. Father Mather will be asked to have some overhanging trees cut back. The memorial of Thomas Hotton Wells, near the North Chapel, is sinking. It is unknown why this is happening, but expert advice is being sought before it becomes dangerous. The remainder of the meeting was held at the Administrators office.

Cemetery House Renovations: another form for the Public Works Loan Board has been received and is being processed.

Accounts: were discussed and approved. Income and expenditure have increased from last year giving a small excess of income over expenditure.

Precept: The Board agreed a 3% increase for the 2026 Precept.

Burial Fees: There has been a slight increase in Burial Fees in line with the Borough Council’s increase. It was noted that the Borough Council offers free interment for children up to their 18th birthday, the Burial Board offers free interment up to 12 years of age. The Board agreed to stay the same for now with an option to review in the future.

Risk Assessment: A ‘polite’ No Parking notice will be placed in the entrance way to the Rouses Lane Cemetery to help to avoid obstruction for traffic leaving the Jubilee Community Centre. Plymouth Brethren: With the possibility of Gayton Road Cemetery closing the Board has been approached by the Plymouth Brethren church in West Winch to find out if we could offer a section of burial ground for them. If required, an area could be found within the extension.

Heritage Day: opening the North Chapel at Kings Walk Cemetery for Heritage Day proved very successful with many visitors and lots of stories.

73.2. Hundred Acre Charity
Cllr Daymond reported that the three branches of the Hundred Acre Charity had each received £3,500.00.  The funds for the Downham Market and Downham West branch would be provided to the Downham Market & District Foodbank in December 2025.

74. 2026 meeting dates
The meeting dates were agreed as follows:
January		19
February	-
March		23
April		-
May		18	Annual Parish Meeting
May		18	Annual Meeting (must be held within 14 days of elections)
June		-
July		20
August		-
September		07
October		-
November	16	(Includes Budget Meeting)
December	-

The Clerk reported that she had sought prior confirmation from the Methodist Church that these dates were available.  A copy of the meeting dates would be placed on the website.

75. Community Governance Review
The Clerk reported that County Cllr Dawson had approached her and the Clerk at Nordelph Parish Council some time ago to consider the possibility of the two Councils amalgamating.  The Clerk had researched this and information had been circulated with the agenda.  In summary:

The amalgamation of Parish Councils is achieved through a Community Governance Review (CGR), a formal process overseen by the Local Principal Authority (Borough/District or Unitary Council). Amalgamation involves merging parishes to create a single, new Council, to share resources, improve efficiency, or reflect an area's growth. The process can be initiated by the Principal Council or by a petition from local electors.

Procedure for amalgamation
1. Understand the process: The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) provides guidance and templates to support the process, as correct wording is crucial for legal schemes.
2. Community engagement: Proponents must engage with local communities to gather support and demonstrate the benefits of the merger. This is an opportunity for residents to voice their opinion in meetings or surveys.
3. Petition for a review: Residents can petition their principal authority to begin a Community Governance Review. The number of signatures required depends on the area's population.
· More than 2,500 electors: 7.5% of the electorate.
· 500 to 2,500 electors: 250 signatures.
· Fewer than 500 electors: 50% of the electorate.
4. Community Governance Review (CGR): Within 12 months of a valid petition, the Principal Authority conducts a CGR, including a consultation with residents and other stakeholders.
5. Decision-making and implementation: Based on the review, the Principal Authority decides whether to proceed with the amalgamation. If approved, they issue an order detailing the new Council's structure and electoral arrangements. The merger becomes effective on April 1st of the following year.
Reasons for amalgamation
1. Improving efficiency: Merging allows for the consolidation of resources, leading to potential cost savings and the elimination of duplicated services.
2. Reflecting growth: In areas experiencing population growth, amalgamation can be used to ensure council structures remain effective and representative.
3. Strengthening local services: Larger, consolidated Councils can strengthen local decision-making and services, with priorities set at a more local level through mechanisms like neighbourhood committees.

Important considerations
1. Identity and history: Principal Councils must consider issues of local identity and cultural or historic importance when reviewing governance.
2. Financial management: Merging parishes requires careful management of financial assets, investments, and liabilities.
3. Impact on devolution: The process must ensure that new structures support any broader devolution arrangements in the region.

A CGR can recommend whether there should be grouping or de-grouping of Parish Councils. If the CGR recommends grouping or de-grouping, it must also recommend what changes (if any) should be made to electoral arrangements. A recommendation under s. 91 is equivalent to the provision of an order under s. 11 of the Local Government Act (“the 1972 Act”).

A CGR may make recommendations to the Local Government Boundary Commission as to what related alteration (if any) should be made to the boundaries of the electoral areas of any affected Principal Council (defined as any principal council whose area the CGR relates to including the Council undertaking the CGR). The Commission may by order give effect to such recommendations. It must send each relevant Principal Council two copies of the order.

The Clerk had studied the NALC guidance and considered that the work required to be undertaken by both Parish Councils would be immense.

A short discussion took place and Councillors felt that the Local Government Reorganisation should be in place prior to any consideration of a Community Governance Review being undertaken.  As it was unknown whether Norfolk and Suffolk would become a single Unitary Authority or whether there would be smaller divisions across the two counties, it was felt that this item should be deferred for one to two years.

The Clerk would report this decision to Nordelph Parish Council.

76. To record the date and time of the next Full Council meeting
The next meeting of the Council was scheduled to take place on Monday, 19th January 2026 at 7.00pm in Room 3, Methodist Church, Paradise Road.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.57pm.
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